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5 Claims 

1. A stand for a camera-equipped wireless communications device comprising: 

a base to support the camera-equipped wireless communications device; 
an adjustable terminal support movably mounted to the base, and including a 
system plug that connects to a system interface on the camera-equipped 
10 wireless communications device; 

an auxiliary system connector mounted to the base to connect a peripheral 
device associated with the camera-equipped wireless communications 
device to the base; and 
a system bus extending through the interior of the base that interconnects the 
15 system plug and the auxiliary system connector. 

2. The stand of claim 1 further comprising a power bus to provide power to the 
system plug. 

20 3. The stand of claim 2 wherein the power bus further provides power to the auxiliary 
system connector. 

4. The stand of claim 1 further comprising a threaded mounting point disposed on the 
underside of the base to mount the base to a tripod. 

25 

5. The stand of claim 1 wherein the adjustable terminal support comprises a shaft. 

6. The stand of claim 5 wherein the shaft comprises a telescoping shaft. 

30 7. The stand of claim 1 wherein the adjustable terminal support provides one or more 
degrees of freedom to the camera-equipped wireless communications device. 
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5 8. The stand of claim 7 wherein the adjustable terminal support includes a ball 
member at one end that is movably retained by the base. 

9. The stand of claim 1 wherein the adjustable terminal support further comprises 
cradle that clamps the housing of the camera-equipped wireless communications 

1 0 device. 

10. The stand of claim 9 wherein the cradle comprises a pair of arms, and wherein at 
least one of said pair of arms is movable. 

15 11. The stand of claim 10 further comprising a retractable locking mechanism 
slidably connected to a housing. 

12. The stand of claim 1 1 further comprising a locking lever to move the retractable 
locking mechanism into and out of engagement with the moveable arm. 

20 

13. The stand of claim 12 wherein the locking lever moves between a locked 
position and an unlocked position. 

14. The stand of claim 1 wherein the auxiliary system connector comprises a shaft 
25 that connects the auxiliary system connector to a ball member movably retained by 

the base. 

15. The stand of claim 14 wherein the shaft that connects the auxiliary system 
connector to a ball member movably retained by the base comprises a telescoping 

30 shaft. 
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5 16. The stand of claim 14 wherein the auxiliary system connector provides the 
peripheral device with one or more degrees of freedom. 

17. The stand of claim 1 wherein the peripheral device associated with the camera- 
equipped wireless communications device is a flash accessory. 

10 

18. The accessory of claim 1 wherein the peripheral device associated with the 
camera-equipped wireless communications device is a camera. 

19. The stand of claim 1 wherein the system bus electrically connects the system 
15 plug to the auxiliary system connector. 

20. The stand of claim 1 wherein the base is a charger for the camera-equipped 
wireless communications device. 

20 21 . The stand of claim 1 wherein the camera-equipped wireless communications 
device includes an integrated camera. 

22. The stand of claim 1 wherein the camera-equipped wireless device connects to a 
separate camera accessory via the system bus. 

25 
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5 23. A stand for a camera-equipped wireless communications device comprising: 
a terminal support having a shaft; and 

a system plug disposed at one end of the shaft to connect to a system 
interface on the camera-equipped wireless communications device. 

10 24. The stand of claim 23 further comprising a threaded receptacle disposed in the 
shaft to mount the terminal support to a tripod. 

25. The stand of claim 23 wherein the shaft comprises a telescoping shaft. 

15 26. The stand of claim 23 wherein the adjustable terminal support further comprises 
a pair of arms to clamp the camera-equipped wireless communications device. 

27. The stand of claim 26 wherein at least one of said pair of arms is movable. 

20 28. The stand of claim 27 further comprising a retractable locking mechanism 
sliadably connected to a housing. 

29. The stand of claim 28 further comprising a locking lever to move the retractable 
locking mechanism into and out of engagement with the moveable arm. 

25 

30. The stand of claim 29 wherein the locking lever moves between a locked 
position and an unlocked position. 

30 
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5 31. A method of positioning a camera-equipped wireless communications device 
along multiple axes using a stand associated with the camera-equipped wireless 
communications device comprising: 

connecting a system interface on the camera-equipped wireless 

communications device to a system plug on an adjustable terminal 
10 support movably mounted to a base; 

connecting an interface of a peripheral device associated with the camera- 
equipped wireless communications device to an auxiliary system 
connector mounted to the base; and 
interconnecting the system plug and the auxiliary system connector with a 
1 5 system bus that extends through the interior of the base. 

32. The method of claim 31 further comprising charging a battery in the camera- 
equipped wireless communications device via a power bus that extends through the 
interior of the base to the system plug. 

20 

33. The method of claim 32 further comprising charging an auxiliary battery in the 
peripheral device via the system bus. 

34. The method of claim 31 further comprising positioning the camera-equipped 
25 wireless communications device by pivoting the adjustable terminal support. 

35. The method of claim 31 further comprising adjusting the height of the camera- 
equipped wireless communications device attached to the adjustable terminal 
support by extending a telescoping shaft on the adjustable terminal support. 

30 

36. The method of claim 31 further comprising positioning the peripheral device by 
pivoting the auxiliary system connector. 
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37. The method of claim 31 further comprising mounting the base onto a tripod by 
threading a bolt on the tripod into a threaded receptacle disposed on the underside of 
the base. 
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38. A stand for a camera-equipped wireless communications device comprising: 
a base; 

a terminal support having a system plug and mounted to the base; 
an auxiliary system connector mounted to the base; 
a power line to provide power to the system plug and the auxiliary system 
connector; and 

a system bus interconnecting the system plug and the auxiliary system 
connector. 

39. The stand of claim 38 wherein the power line connects to the base. 
15 

40. The stand of claim 38 wherein the power line extends through the interior of the 
base and connects to the system plug. 

41 . The stand of claim 38 wherein the system bus electrically connects the power 
20 line to the auxiliary system connector. 

42. The stand of claim 41 wherein the terminal support provides one or more degrees 
of freedom to the camera-equipped wireless communications device. 

25 43. The stand of claim 42 wherein the terminal support includes a ball member at one 
end that is movably retained by the base. 

44. The stand of claim 38 wherein the system plug connects to a system interface on 
the camera-equipped wireless communications device. 

30 
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45. The stand of claim 44 wherein the auxiliary system connector connects to a 
peripheral device associated with the camera-equipped wireless communications 
device. 

46. The stand of claim 45 wherein the camera-equipped wireless communications 
device communicates with the peripheral device via system bus. 
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